
San Diego Stamp Show 2021 Palmares 
 

October 10, 2021 
 

Grand Award 
Sam Melamed   Zeppelin Airships and their Flights 
 
Reserve Grand Award  
Mathew Kewriga   Danish West Indies Foreign Mail to UPU 
 
Single Frame Grand Award 
Michael Mahler California Blues: The Iconic 1857 “Gold Rush” Revenues 
 
AAPE Youth Grand Award 
Jason Teh-Mitchell Love Letters 
 
San Diego Stamp Show Youth Grand Award 
Kaitlyn Zhang  Man’s Best Friend 
 
Peoples’ Choice Favorite Dealer Award 
Michael & Cecilia Ball A to Z Stamps 
  
Peoples’ Choice Favorite Exhibit Award 
David Ball    Lindbergh Flies the Mail: 1926-1931 
 
Court of Honor 
Lester Lanphear, III  New South Wales Penalty Mail 

 
Multi-Frame Exhibits 

 
Large Gold 
   

Hal Vogel The Post Office that Saved, Served, and Almost 
Scuttled an Antarctic Expedition: A Postal History of the 
Second Byrd Antarctic Expedition 

 

Sam Melamed   Zeppelin Airships and their Flights 
 

Michael Mahler  Stamp Taxes in Nevada, 1873-1883, A 
Geographical/Historical Analysis 

 

Mathew Kewriga   Danish West Indies Foreign Mail to UPU 
 



Doug McGill  Movable Box Mail under Anglo-French Postal 
Conventions 

 

Hugh Lawrence  Postal Rates Gold Yuan Period: Chinese Hyperinflation 
of 1948-1949 

 
Gold  
 

Fran Adams   United Nations Origins, 1938-1942 
 

Alfonso Zulueta, Jr.  Afghanistan: Amanallah Period Definitive Issues: 1920 -
1928 

 

Art Bunce    Chile: the Presidente Issue of 1911-1934 
 

Mark Loomis  The Development & Impact of Missions in Southern 
Rhodesia 

 

David Ball    Lindbergh Flies the Mail: 1926-1931 
 

Benedict Termini   Porte de Mar Stamps of Mexico, 1875-1879 
 

Marjory Sente  The 1932 1-Cent Washington Bicentennial 
Commemorative Stamp 

 

Lan Quing Zhang   A History of the American Indian 
 
Large Vermeil 
 

Fran Adams  The Oceanographic Institute and Museum of Monaco: 
The First 50 Years, 1910-1960 

 

Gregory Balagian   In the Name of the Lion 
 
Vermeil   
 

Edward Field   U.S. Supplementary Registry Service: 1932-1957 
 

Gregory Balagian   Fur Trade and its Effect on the Fate of Wild Felines 
 

Igor Grigorian  1993 Yerevan ’93 International Philatelic Exhibition 
Stamp (aka GARNI) and its 1994 Overprints 

 

Igor Grigorian   Incense and Armenian Scented Paper 
 
Jack Kaifedjian   Monogram Overprints of Armenia, 1919-1921 
 
Aubrey Sebag-Montefiore  Keston, Village, Kent, England: A Postcard Coup d’Œil 
 

 
 



Single Frame Exhibits 
 
Large Gold 
 
Bob Hohertz   Evidences of the 1932 Check Tax 
 

Hugh Lawrence   China’s Non-Denominated Air Letter Sheets 
 

Michael Mahler   California Blues: the Iconic 1857 “Gold Rush” Revenues 
 
Gold  
 
Bob Benninghoff  The “e” Watermark Definitive Coil Stamps, Ireland,  

1940-1970 
 

Bob Benninghoff  The Creation of the Border Between 2 Irelands,  
1913-1923 

 

Vesma Grinfelds   Latvia: The Rising Sun Stamp of 1919 
 

Steve Schumann   New Zealand Stamped to Order Envelopes 
 

Fran Adams  Cancellation Devices of the International Institute of 
Agriculture; 1906-1946 

 

Gregory Balagian   Felines in Armenia and Armenian Culture 
 
Vermeil   
 
Brian Callen   1929 Graf Zeppelin 127 On Board Mail 
     

Brian Callen   The 1912 Rhein-Main Zeppelin Airmails 
 

Allen Klein    U.S. Frigate Constitution at Guantanamo, Cuba 
     

Steve Schumann   New Zealand Air Letter Cards 
 

Niko Courtelis   Greek Occupation of Mytilene Stamps of 1912 
 
Large Silver 
 
Gregory Balagian   Major Armenian Settlements in Russian Empire 
 

Aubrey Sebag-Montefiore  Uruguay:  Plating 4 cts. Air Post Issue of 23 August 1929 
 
Silver    
 
Maulik Thakkar   First Day Covers of India: 1948 Gandhi  
 



Youth Exhibits 
 

Vermeil    
Kaitlyn Zhang   Man’s Best Friend 
 
Silver      
Jason Teh-Mitchell  Love Letters 

 
Sponsored Awards 

 
American Air Mail Society Medal of Excellence 
Hugh Lawrence   China’s Non-Denominated Air Letter Sheets 
 
American Association of Philatelic Exhibitors: Award of Honor 
Fran Adams  The Oceanographic Institute and Museum of Monaco: 

The First 50 Years, 1910-1960 
Igor Grigorian  1993 Yerevan ’93 International Philatelic Exhibition 

Stamp (aka GARNI) and its 1994 Overprints 
 
American Association of Philatelic Exhibitors: Creativity Award 
Aubrey Sebag-Montefiore  Keston, Village, Kent, England: A Postcard Coup d’Œil 

 
American Association of Philatelic Exhibitors: Epilogue Award  
Michael Mahler   California Blues: The Iconic 1857 “Gold Rush” Revenues 
 
Jean Benninghoff Encouragement Award 
Maulik Thakkar   First Day Covers of India: 1948 Gandhi 
 
Women Exhibitors: Sterling Achievement Award 
Gregory Balagian   Major Armenian Settlements in Russian Empire 
 
American Philatelic Congress Award 
Bob Hohertz   Evidences of the 1932 Check Tax 
 
American Philatelic Society Award of Excellence: Pre-1900 
Michael Mahler  Stamp Taxes in Nevada, 1873-1883, A 

Geographical/Historical Analysis 
 
American Philatelic Society Award of Excellence: 1900-1940  
Art Bunce    Chile: the Presidente Issue of 1911-1934 
 
 



American Philatelic Society Award of Excellence: 1940-1980  
Hugh Lawrence  Postal Rates Gold Yuan Period: Chinese Hyperinflation 

of 1948-1949 
 
American Philatelic Society Award of Excellence: 1980-Present  
Igor Grigorian 1993 Yerevan ’93 International Philatelic Exhibition 

Stamp (aka GARNI) and its 1994 Overprints 
 
American Philatelic Society Research Medal  
Mark Loomis  The Development & Impact of Missions in Southern 

Rhodesia 
 

American Revenue Society Medal 
Michael Mahler  Stamp Taxes in Nevada, 1873-83, A 

Geographical/Historical Analysis 
 

American Revenue Association One Frame Grand Award 
Michael Mahler   California Blues: the Iconic 1857 “Gold Rush” Revenues 

 
American Topical Association First Award  
Fran Adams   United Nations Origins, 1938-1942 
 
American Topical Association Second Award    
Lan Quing Zhang   A History of the American Indian 
 
American Topical Association Third Award    
Gregory Balagian   In the Name of the Lion 
 
American Topical Association Youth Award   
Kaitlyn Zhang   Man’s Best Friend 
 
American Topical Association Single Frame Award   
Gregory Balagian   Felines in Armenia and Armenian Culture 
 
Armenian Philatelic Association Award 
Gregory Balagian   Felines in Armenia and Armenian Culture 
 
Collectors Club of Chicago Gold Medallion Award 
Doug McGill  Movable Box Mail under Anglo-French Postal 

Conventions 
 
Postal History Society Award 
Mathew Kewriga   Danish West Indies Foreign Mail to UPU 
 



United Postal Stationery Society Single Frame Award 
Hugh Lawrence   China’s Non-Denominated Air Letter Sheets 
 
United States Philatelic Classics Society Award 
Michael Mahler  Stamp Taxes in Nevada, 1873-83, A 

Geographical/Historical Analysis 
 

United States Stamp Society: Statute of Freedom Award 
Marjory Sente  The 1932 1-Cent Washington Bicentennial 

Commemorative Stamp 
 

UBC ‘Larry Spray’ Encouragement Award 
Maulik Thakkar   First Day Covers of India: 1948 Gandhi 
 
WESTPEX Award 
Hal Vogel  The Post Office that Saved, Served, and Almost 

Scuttled an Antarctic Expedition:  A Postal History of the 
Second Byrd Antarctic Expedition 

 

Jury 
 

Liz Hisey, Florida - Chief Judge 

Tim Bartshe, Colorado 

Dan Walker, Florida 

Mike Ley, Nebraska 

Matt Liebson, Ohio 

Lisa Foster - Apprentice 

 


